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schools, exposure to school is beginning earlier for some and may covering more time each weekday, too.
here is need for research that would monitor what is occurring in schools, with a particular focus on the impact of these changes on dren. Despite the plethora of educational research studies done in United States each year, there is no current survey program that /ides a national picture of educational policies and practices broadly ned in a representative sample of schools. Such a survey, focusing :he whole range of school activities, not just narrowly defined aca-lic curricula, could provide a systematic picture of the variety of acurricular programs (including special programs provided in some )ols linking parents and school, the workplace and the school, and il social service organizations and the school) and the role these play lie ultimate consequences for children. Such information would be se to parents; teachers; school adminstrators; policy makers at local, e, and federal levels; and researchers. Monitoring changes in ele-itary and secondary school programs should be aimed at (1) devel-ig a systematic picture of what schools are now providing and how f relate to other formal and informal community institutions; and assessing the factors accounting for differences in school policies and ;tices as well as the consequences for children's education and so-ization.
ural Experiments
en the extensiveness of the social changes under discussion and the lihood that the adaptation process is already occurring in families in all other related institutions, the process may have been accel-:ed in some cases. Unusual and interesting adaptations may have irged. Parents are coping in various ways; some employers appear lave responded in modest ways; some schools and other community itutions have developed new programs as well. Attempts at studying lected group of interesting policies or programs designed to provide D or support to families and children experiencing these changes could :r insights into what is happening, what might be helpful, and why. : findings of such natural experiments could provide the basis for nulating more refined hypotheses for subsequent testing.
>ss-National Research
>ss-national transfers of data and findings would add an importantchool as a community service facility and to the family and the community as major intervening variables in education, as centers of learning themselves. The family must (e.g., marital problems, somatic problems, work problems, behavior problems toward children)? Are those families that are usually viewed as especially vulnerable (low-income families, single-parent families, black or Hispanic families) more likely to experience difficulties as a consequence of both parents work-etary and time costs involved in carrying out new studies, especially longitudinaloblems. Psychological Bulletin 64:92-107.
